1.  SNOWIALL,  PRINTER,  SPENNYMOf)*, 


1920 

REPORT  OK  THE 


TO  THE 

Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Spennymoor  U.D.  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg-  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1920. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. — Population.  At 
the  time  of  the  census  in  1911  the  population  was  17909.  The 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  the  year  1920  is  17693.  My 
personal  opinion  is  that  at  present  the  population  is  at  least  equal 
to  if  not  in  excess  of  1911. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. — The 
area  comprises  3388  acres  and  is  partly  Urban  and  partly  Rural 
in  character.  It  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  River  Wear  on 
the  South  by  the  railway  from  Merrington  Lane  to  Binchester 
Colliery  on  the  East  by  the  Darlington  Road  on  the  West  by  the 
LI  ighway  from  the  River  Wear  to  the  Binchester  Colliery  railway. 
The  soil  is  clay  throughout  the  district  and  as  most  of  the 
houses  are  built  without  a  proper  damp  course,  damp  walls  in  the 
houses  are  common  and  difficult  to  remedy, 

Social  Conditions. — The  chief  occupation  is  Coal  Mining,  a 
large  majority  of  men  and  lads  of  the  district  work  in  the  coal  mines 
in  and  around  the  district.  There  are  Coke  Ovens  near  the  centre 
of  the  district  although  the  smell  from  these  is  sometimes  not  very 
pleasant,  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  any  ill  effects  to  them. 
The  Blast  Furnaces  have  closed  down. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  coal  mining  is  not  an  unhealthy  occupation. 
The  miners  on  a  whole  are  a  strong  healthy  body  ofjmen  whilst 
Tuberculosis  is  not  unknown  among  them,  it  is  not  in  my  opinion 
more  common  than  in  the  rest  of  the  community. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  was 
656  viz.  326  males  and  330  females.  Of  the  total  24  were  illegitimate 
That  gives  a  birth  rate  of  36.9.  In  the  year  1919  the  number  was 
455  and  the  birth  rate  25.7.  This  increase  in  the  birth  rate  has 
been  I  believe  fairly  general  throughout  the  country  but  not  to  the 
same  extent. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  was  252  giving  a  death  rate  of 
14.9.  In  1919  the  number  of  deaths  was  242  and  the  death  rate 


i4-o.  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Bronchitis  27,  Pneumonia 
26,  Heart  Disease  17,  Cancer  17,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  12. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  aye  was  72  viz. 
42  males  and  30  females,  this  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of 
109.  In  1919  the  number  was  40  and  the  I.  M.  rate  88,  of  the  72 
deaths  27  occurred  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  The  chief 
causes  of  death  were  Diarrhoea  Gastro-enteritis  14  Congenital 
Debility  and  Wasting  Disease  22  Whooping  Cough  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia.  The  Durham  County  Hospital  and  the  Newcastle 
Royal  Infirmary  are  very  largely  utilised  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply. — The  Water  Supply  has  been  until  the  end  of 
the  year  in  the  hands  of  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Com¬ 
pany.  It  has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board.  The  supply  throughout  the  year  has  been  sufficient  and 
continuous.  It  is  a  moorland  water,  soft  and  pure.  I  suppose  it  is 
possible  that  such  a  water  might  have  some  plumbo-solvent  act¬ 
ion.  If  so  I  have  never  come  across  a  case  of  Lead  Poisoning 
that  I  could  attribute  to  it.  Former  analyses  have  usually  disclos 
-ed  a  slight  trace  of  Lead  in  the  water. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — A  considerable  amount  of  sewerage  is 
still  finding  its  way  into  the  River  Wear.  This  cannot  be  remed¬ 
ied  until  the  sewage  works  are  completed.  The  two  becks  whiclr 
1  have  drawn  attention  to  in  my  previous  reports  continue  to  give 
trouble.  The  o  ne  in  Low  Grange  Road  is  contaminated  by  fine 
coke  dust  and  a  certain  amount  of  chemical  matter.  From  a 
health  point  of  view  this  is  not  so  objectionable  as  the  other.  The 
beck  at  the  back  of  Bishops  Close  Rows  and  the  bottom  of  George 
St  reet  continues  to  serve  as  a  receptacle  for  old  rubbish.  As  in 
dry  weather  the  flow  of  water  is  very  small  it  gets  very  foul.  The 
Councils  workmen  are  continually  cleaning  it.  In  my  opinion  the 
onlv  satisfactory-  way  to  deal  with  it  is  to  cover  it  in. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  sewage  works  which  were  stopped 
on  account  of  the  war  have  not  been  completed,  at  present  the 
Council  is  awaiting  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  approval  to  a  loan  to 
complete  the  works. 

Closet  Accomodation. — There  are  at  present  in  the  district  323 
water-closets,  2993  ash-closets  and  446  ash-pit  privies.  Until  the 
completion  of  the  sewage  scheme  it  will  be  unadvisable  to  increase 
to  any  material  extent  the  number  of  water-closets  in  the  district. 

Scavenging — The  Council  are  at  present  doing  nearly  all  the 
cleaning  of  ashpits,  privies  &c.  and  the  removal  of  household 
refuse  by  their  own  carts  and  workmen.  Whilst  there  is  some 
improvement  on  the  old  conditions  when  the  work  was  done  by 
contractors,  there  is  still  room  for  more.  This  would  need  oon- 
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slant  and  careful  supervision  or  it  is  done  carelessly,  1  think  too, 
it  is  time  the  Council  reverted  to  the  pre  war  plan  of  having-  the 
work  done  at  night.  The  presence  in  the  streets,  at  all  hours 
of  the  day,  of  uncovered  carts  of  filth  is  highly  objectionable  and 
a  danger  to  the  public  health. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. — The  tabulated  report 
of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  appears  at  the  end  of  the  report. 
Owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  it  is  still  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  get  reoairs  carried  out.  Owners  too  are  very  reluctant  to 
spend  money  beyond  the  barest  necessities  on  houses  that  they 
know  are  to  be  closed  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Overcrowding 
is  very  prevalent  in  the  district,  much  more  so  than  would  appear 
in  the  Inspectors  report,  but  with  no  alternative  accommodation  it 
is  impossible  to  deal  with  any  but  the  worst  cases. 

Premises  and  Occupations — which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye¬ 
laws  and  Regulations. 

There  are  two  registered  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 
These  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  reported  on  monthly. 

Offensive  'trades. — There  are  only  two  knacker  yards  that 
come  under  this  heading,  one  of  them  is  well  out  of  the  Town  and 
neither  of  them  has  given  rise  to  any  trouble  during  the  year. 

Schools.  —  Most  of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  are  comparatively  new  up  to  date  buildings.  There  two  C.E. 
Schools  that  are  older  and  not  so  well  adapted  for  their  purpose. 
The  water  supply  and  sanitary  arrangements  are  satisfactory  in  all. 
The  Scarlet  Fever  Epidemic  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  was  so 
evenly  distributed  amongst  the  Schools  that  it  was  thought  no  good 
purpose  would  be  served  by  closing  them. 

Food . 

Milk  Supply. — On  the  whole  there  has  been  a  better  supply  of 
Milk  in  the  district  during  the  year.  There  is  a  considerable 
variation  in  the  quality  of  it.  There  is  a  little  Grade  A.  Milk 
comes  into  the  district  in  bottles.  By  far  the  greater  quantity 
however  is  produced  under  old  conditions.  All  the  Dairies  and 
Cowsheds  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  the  byelaws  as  to 
white  washing  &c.  were  carried  out.  In  some  of  the  Cowsheds 
and  dairies  the  conditions  are  reasonably  clean  in  others  they  are 
far  from  satisfactory.  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order  1919. 

The  County  Council  carries  out  the  provisions  of  this  order. 

Meat.  (1)  Inspection — All  the  slaughter  houses  have  been 
inspected  twice  during  the  year.  No  diseased  meat  has  come  un¬ 
der  the  notice  of  the  inspector. 

(II)  There  is  no  public  abattoir  in  the  district.  With 
so  many  slaughter  houses  such  multifarious  duties  it  is  impossible 
for  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  make  any  systematic  examination 
of  meat  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 
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(III)  Action  under  Public  Health  Act.  None. 

(IV)  Number  of  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  condens¬ 
ed  for  Tuberculosis.  None. 

Slaughter  Houses 

In  1914  Jan  1920  Dec.  1920 

Registered  21  16  16 

Licensed  22  3 

Food  Inspection. — The  following  foods  were  condemned  and 
destroyed  during  the  year.  17  bags  ot  potatoes,  241b  of  Butter, 
31 1  Tins  of  Tomatoes,  43  Tins  of  Condensed  Milk*  4  Boxes  of 
Dates,  1  box  of  Prunes,  7  Baskets  of  Cherries  and  about  60  Tins 
of  Fruit  and  Meat. 

F revalance  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever. — One  hundred  and  twenty  eight  cases  were 
notified  during  the  year.  An  epidemic  started  in  Oct.  1919.  It 
started  in  the  Merrington  Lane  district  and  spread  over  the  whole 
area.  It  was  found  impossible  to  remove  all  the  cases  to  the 
hospital  and  a  large  number  had  to  be  nursed  in  their  own  homes. 
These  were  mostlv  assisted  by  nurses  from  the  hospital  who  applied 
eucalyptus  treatment  with  on  the  whole  satisfactory  results.  Of  the 
128  cases  95  were  notified  up  to  the  end  of  May,  when  tlie  epide¬ 
mic  came  to  an  end.  The  other  33  cases  were  spread  over  the  re¬ 
maining  7  months.  I  am  of  opinion  that  many  of  the  cases  were 
due  to  School  Infection.  In  many  cases  more  than  one  Child  in  a 
family  suffered  from  the  disease.  These  cases  come  chiefly  under 
three  headings. 

1.  Several  cases  in  which  one  Child  contracted  the  disease 
which  was  not  recognised  and  gave  rise  to  one  or  more  ether 
cases. 

2.  Two  or  more  cases  were  infected  at  the  same  time. 

3.  Return  cases  which  were  (not  numerous). 

Diphtheria. — Ten  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  These 
were  all  epidemic  cases,  no  connection  could  be  found  with  any  of 
the  others  and  the  source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced.  Two 
proved  fatal  before  they  could  be  removed  to  the  hospital.  The 
Council  supplies  ante-toxin  free  to  all  Medical  Practitioners  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  its  supply  at  any  hour. 
Bacteriological  aids  to  diagnosis  are  supplied  by  the  County 
Council  and  have  been  freely  used. 

No  Vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  the  M.O.H. 

Non  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  whilst  not  obtaining  epidemic  proportions  have  been  pres¬ 
ent  in  the  district  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  Measles 
was  responsible  for  4  deaths  and  Whooping  Cough  for  1 1  deaths. 
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Infiitensa. — There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  this  disease  during1 
the  year.  three  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  disease.  There 
have  been  many  cases  ot  Mild  Influenza  but  the  dividing  line  be¬ 
tween  these  cases  and  those  of  catarrhal  colds  is  very  indefinite 
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Pneumonia. — Only  one  case  of  Pneumonia  was  notified. 
There  is  an  impression  among  local  practitioners  that  only  Influe¬ 
nzal  cases  ot  Pneumonia  should  be  notified. 


Other  Notifiable  Diseases. — No  cases  of  Malaria,  Dysentery, 
Trench  Fever,  Fncephalitis  Lethargica,  Cerebro  Spinal,  Fever 
and  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  were  notified. 


Cleansing  and  Disinfection  of  Verminous  Persons. — 
No  facilities  have  been  provided  for  this  purpose.  Scabies 
whilst  not  so  prevalent  in  the  district  as  formerly  is  still  not  un¬ 
common. 


Tuberculosis. — Seventeen  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  two  cases  of  other  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Whilst  the  deaths  registered  were  12  of  Pulmonary  and  4  cases  of 
other  Tuberculosis  Disease,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  notification 
of  Tuberculosis  Disease  by  Medical  Practioners  in  the  district  is 
not  carried  out  as  strictly  as  it  should  be. 

The  Control  of  Tuberculosis  Disease  and  Venereal  Disease 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council. 

The  Local  Council  have  requested  the  County  Council  to 
open  a  Dispensary  for  Tuberculosis  in  the  district.  The  nearest 
Dispensary  is  at  Bishop  Auckland,  (six  miles  away).  Enquiries 
have  been  made  as  to  securing  a  site  but  I  believe  the  matter  is  in 
abeyance  at  the  present  time. 

Maternity  &  Child  Welfare — A  Centre  was  formed  in  the  Urban 
Area  in  August.  It  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council. 
A  medical  woman  is  in  charge  assisted  bv  the  Health  Visitor  and 
Nurse,  also  by  a  committee  ot  Ladies.  It  is  too  early  to  speak  as 
to  the  value  of  this  work. 

There  was  only  one  "case  of  Puerperal  Septicaemia  notified 
during  the  year  and  this  was  in  connection  with  a  case  of  abortion. 

Four  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Nenonatorum  were  notified.  Of 
these  three  recovered  without  permanent  damage  to  either  eye. 
The  fourth  (a  illegitimate  child)  died  from  other  causes. 

Sanitary. 

Staff. — There  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is  also  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  and  supervises  the  scavenging. 

Hospital  Accomodation. — The  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital 
situated  in  the  Merrington  Lane  District,  comprising  a  Scarlet 
Fever  block  beds  and  Enteric  or  Diphtheria  block  beds,  nurses 
residence,  steam  Mortuary  &c.  The  Council  also  have  a  share 
with  the  Bishop  Auckland  Councils  in  a  joint  small  pox  hospital 
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at  Winchester. 

The  Infectious  diseases  Isolation  Hospital  is  sufficient  for 
the  ordinary  needs  of  the  district  but  in  times  of  epidemic  of  Scarlet 
Fever  is  quite  inadequate. 

General  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  the  district. 

Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act  1889. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  1890, 


Part  III  &  V  of  Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1890. 

Housing. 

( 1)  General  Conditions . — The  houses  in  the  district  are  of  a 
mixed  type.  In  the  older  part  there  are  many  houses  that  it  alter¬ 
native  accomodation  could  be  provided  would  have  to  be  closed  or 
reconstructed.  There  are  about  boo  Colliery  Houses  in  the  district 
owned  by  the  Weardale  Steel  Co.  These  Houses  whilst  not  quite 
np  to  the  present  day  requirements  are  on  the  whole  fairly  comfort¬ 
able  and  sanitary.  In  the  newer  parts  of  the  Town  most  of  the 
houses  are  up  to  the  present  day  requirements  but  in  Barker  Street 
(a  compartively  new  street)  the  houses  are  badly  built  with  inferior 
materials. 

(2)  Extent  of  Shortage  of  Houses. — (a)  There  is  a  ,greaL 
shortage  of  houses  in  the  district.  There  is  not  a  single  house  to 
let  in  the  district  and  in  many  cases  two  families  are  living  in  one 
house.  Without  allowing  anything  for  tenants  likely  to  be  dis¬ 
placed  by  improvements,  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  100  houses  would 
soon  be  filled. 


(b)  The  Ministry  of  Health  are  preparing  to  build  100  hou¬ 
ses  in  Green  Lane  for  the  Council.  The  Council  have  passed  plans 
for  28  houses  at  the  Western  end  of  the  town  (as  a  commencement). 
At  present  the  consent  of  the  Housing  Commissioner  is  awaited  to 
start  the  building  of  these. 

(3)  At  present  there  are  about  1500  men  living  in  Spenny- 
moor  who  are  working  in  Rural  areas  outside.  Presumably  the 
Local  Authorities  for  these  Rural  areas  will  have  to  provide  houses 
for  these  men.  If  they  do  so  there  would  be  little  shortage  of 
houses  in  the  district  and  the  Urban  Council  would  be  able  to  close 
most  of  the  unhealthy  houses. 

Overcrowding . 

(1)  Extent  Overcrowing  is  very  prevalent  in  the  district. 

In  dozens  of  cases  two  families  are  living  in  houses  only  designed 
for  one  family.  In  many  other  cases  married  children  are  living 
with  their  parents.  In  is  difficult  to  give  statistics  but  from 
personal  observations,  I  am  convinced  that  overcrowding  is  very 
prevalent. 

(2)  Causes. — The  chief  cause  is  undoubtedly  the  shortage 


of  houses.  Compared  with  many  districts  there  is  not  a  very  great 
amount  ot  actual  poverty  and  many  families  that  are  occupying’ 
part  of  a  house  could  well  afford  to  pay  the  rent  of  the  whole. 

•  Measures  taken  to  prevent  overcrowding.  —  It  is  almost  imposs¬ 
ible  to  do  much  under  present  conditions.  If  you  get  an  ejectment 
order  and  turn  the  people  into  the  street  there  is  no  where  for  them 
to  go,  usually  they  get  in  with  another  family  and  the  whole 
proceeding  has  to  be  gone  through  again  The  only  remedy  is  to 
provide  more  houses.  I  am  of  opinion  however  that  the  houses 
the  Council  is  building  will  not  be  taken  by  the  class  of  tenants 
amongst  whom  the  chief  overcrowing  prevails. 

Fitness  of  Houses. 

General  Standard  of  Housing. — As  previously  stated  the  stand¬ 
ard  is  very  mixed  one.  In  the  oldest  part  of  the  district  some  of 
the  houses  are  very  bad.  There  is  quite  a  large  intermediate  class 
and  in  some  of  the  newer  parts  the  houses  are  quite  good. 

Dejects  Found  in  Unfit  Houses.- — There  are  a  large  number  of 
old  Colliery  Houses  in  the  district.  Thev  are  mostlv  three  roomed 
with  a  living  room  and  scullery  down  stairs  and  an  attic  bedroom 
in  the  roof,  with  a  sky  light.  The  rooms  are  low  and  badly  lighted. 
In  most  cases  the  owners  have  been  compelled  to  put  down  cement 
floors,  in  the  rest  the  floors  are  bad.  These  however  will  have 
either  to  be  reconstructed  or  pulled  down.  Many  of  the  houses 
are  damp.  They  are  built  on  a  clay  soil  with  no  proper  damp 
course.  In  many  cases  the  dampness  of  the  walls  is  due  to  im¬ 
proper  sand  being  used  in  the  plastering.  It  is  very  difficult  to 
deal  with  this  defect.  A  defect  that  is  very  general  is  the  absence 
of  wash  house  accommodation  and  this  applies  to  many  of  the  new 
houses  as  well  as  the  old  ones.  In  many  cases  the  back  yards  are 
not  lartre  enough  to  allow  a  washhouse  to  be  erected  without  en- 
reaching  on  the  necessary  air  space. 

How  far  defects  are  due  to  proper  management  and  super¬ 
vision  by  owners.  Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting 
owners  to  do  the  necessary  repairs.  The  present  high  cost  of  lab¬ 
our  and  materials  lead  to  putting  oft  repairs  as  long  as  possible. 

General  Action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts. — Notices  were  served  in  22  cases  and 
defects  remedied  in  21.  Under  Housing  Acts  the  whole  of  the 
district -was  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  iyiy  and  a  de¬ 
tailed  report  furnished  to  the  Council.  In  the  early  part  of  iyeothe 
whole  of  the  district  was  again  inspected  by  one  of  the  Inspectors 
of  the  County  Council  accompanied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Difficulties  in  Remedying  Unfitness. — There  is  still  a  shortage  of 
labour  in  the  building  trade,  the  chief  difficulty  however  is  fhe  high 
cost  of  labour  and  materials.  All  building  operations  are  put  off 
as  long  as  possible  in  the  hope  that  prices  may  come  down. 


Conditions  so  far  as  they  effect  housing  as  regards  water 
supply,  closet  accomodation  and  refuse  disposal.  As  regards  water 
supply  practically  every  house  is  supplied  by  Durham  Water 
Board.  In  some  of  the  houses  there  are  required  closet  accommod¬ 
ation.  There  are  323  water-closets  and  446  midden  prives,  all  the 
remainder  of  the  houses  have  earth-closets.  No  doubt  it  would  be 
an  improvement  to  have  water-closets  substituted  for  the  middens 
and  earth-closets  but  until  sewage  works  are  completed  this  would 
simply  add  to  the  pollution  of  the  River  Wear. 

Unhealthy  Area. — Nothing  has  been  done  with  regard  to  the 
area  behind  the  Town  Hall  which  was  represented  to  be  unhealthy. 
No  steps  can  be  taken  until  alternative  accommodation  can  be 
provided,  unless  the  present  rate  of  building  is  accelerated  or  some 
considerable  movement  of  the  inhabitants  occurs,  it  looks  as 
though  it  would  be  some  years  before  these  houses  can  be 

o  * 

demolished. 

W.  MUSSELLWHITE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Appendices.  Housing  Conditions.  Statistics.  Year  ended 

31st  December  1920. 

1.—  GENERAL. 

1.  Estimated  population 

2.  General  death-rate 

3.  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis  - 

4.  Infantile  mortality 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  - 

6.  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses 

7.  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 

2 — UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

I. — Inspection. 

1  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  which  were  inspected  &  recorded 
under  the  housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations.  1910 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-house  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 
ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (.exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  re¬ 
spects  reasonably  lit  for  human  habitation. 

II. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  format 

Notices. 

Number  of  detective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  local  Authority  or  their  officers. 

III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceeding  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planing,  &c..  Act,  1919. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  tit — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  iu  default  of  owners 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  IS  of  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making 
of  Closing  Orders. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  wrere  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been 
rendered  tit. 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  Demolition  Orders 
were  made. 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders 

3.— Unhealthy  Areas. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  Im¬ 
provement  Schemes  under  (a),  or  (b),  Part  II.,  of  the  Act  of 
1890:— 

1.  Name  of  area 

2.  Acreage  -  *  - 

3.  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area  - 

4.  Number  of  working-class  persons  tc  be  displaced 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye-laws 
erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  section  25  of 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act  1919 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties  of 
each  Officer. 
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109 

3595 

3095 

One 


572 

3595 

13 


51 
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None 

None 

None 
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21 

None 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Silver  St. 
Arthur  St, 


11 

25 

89 


None 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  in  the 

Spennymoor  Urban  District. 


Notifiable  Disease 

Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

Total  Cases  notified 
in  each  Locality. 

| 

At  all; 
Ayes 

1  to 
5. 

At  A 

5  to 
lo 

iges  f— 

15  to 
25 

-Years. 

25  to 
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45  to 
65 

5  % 
>o  - 

Z 

5  5 
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£ 

>>  ct 

^  K*’’ 
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0>  . 

ZZL 
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Diphtheria 

M'ranousOronp 

10 

1 

< 

1 

7 

2 

» 

3 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

128 

17 

07 

13 

1 

I 

42 

i 

23 

03 

Typhus  fever 

f . 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatoru  m 

4 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

17 

o 

6 

2 

7 

6 

! 

4  :  7 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

j  2 

2 

1 

i 

Measles 

Totals 

166 

4 

20 

«JMnW 

112 

15 

12 

1 

o 

55 

30 

81 

Total  cases  removed  to  Hospital  —  Diphtheria  8  ;  Scarlet  fever  10  ; 

Enteric  fever  3  ; 

Isolation  Hospital —Spennymoor  Urban  District  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital. 
Sanatoria— Durham  County  Council's  Sanatoiia,  Hack  Eell  and  Wolsingham. 


Causes  of  Deaths  in  Spennymoor  Urban  District. 


Nett  Deaths 

at  the  subjoined  ages 

of  Residents  whether  occurring  within 

or 

without  the  district. 

Causes  of  Death. 
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Scarlet  fever 

1 

Whooping-cough 

(i 

5 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

Influenza  * 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

PnlmonTuberculosis.. . 
Tuberculous  Menin- 
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G 

git  is 

1 

Other  tuberculous 

diseases 

3 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease 

i 

10 

Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

2 

1 

• 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

9 

8 

Bronchitis 

16 

1  l 

Pneumonia 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

17 

9 

piratory  organs 

Diar  luea  and 

3 

8 
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Enteritis 

Appendicitis  and 
Typhlitis 

1 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright^ 

2 

3 

Disease 

Puerperal  fever 

Other  accidents  and 

and  diseases  ot 

Piegnaney  and 
Parturition 

Congenital  Debility 

9 

13 

and  Malform¬ 
ation,  including 
Premature  birth 

Violent  Deaths,  ex- 

8 

eluding  Suicide 

Suicides 

Other  Defined 

Diseases 

39 

27 

Diseases  ill  defined 

2 

1 

or  unknown 

147 

105 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during*  1920  and  previews  years, 

SMame  of  District— Speranymoer  Urban. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water)— 3388. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  17909.  Total  families  or  separate  occupiers,  3587. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES, 
WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1. -INSPECTION 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

28 

Workshops  ... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  ... 

Homeworkers  Premises 

66 

4 

NIL 

NIL 

Total 

95 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

W  ant  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  .  . 

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary 
accommodation 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
(S.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
bakehouses  (SS.  07  to  100) 


(  insufficient 
-  unsuitable  or  defective 
{  not  separate  for  .sexes 


Other  offences 
Total 


Number  of  Defects. 


Found. 

Remed’d 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
InspeetT 

2 

2 

1 

I 

i 

« 

•> 

o 

o 

Number 
of  Piose- 
cutions. 


3.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS . 


V  orkshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

»  r*-  |  i 

Saddlers  and  Ih>ot  repairing 

11 

9  V  3 

Dress  and  Millinery 

9 

f  ^  o 

Cabinet  Makers,  Joiners,  Smiths  etc. 

15 

^  c  T 

O  >■  I** 

Bakehouses 

(i 

cn  ^  ~ 
o  oi  :  . 

Sweet*  and  Confectionery.  Tailors,  Power  Stut. 

"  "  2 

Vinegar  and  Pickles,  Plumbers  and  Watch 

14 

^  0  - 
o  ^  ~ 

Repairs  etc* 

as  5  tJ 

S  O  o 

"  -r"  ■‘i 

c  ©  5 

hH 

Total  Number  of  workshops  on  Register 

55 

4.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  11.  M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act 
(S.  133) 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by 
II  M.  Inspector  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  Act  (S.  5) 

Other 


Notified  by  II. M.  In¬ 
spector 

Reports  (of  action  tak¬ 
en)  sent  to  H.M. 
Inspector 


£Sone 

None 

o 


o 

4mt 

None 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101):  — 


None 


In  u-e  during 
Certificates  Sin 
granted  )  in 
In  use  at  the  end  ot  year 


Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Department  during 
the  year  1920,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Spennymoor. 


‘  Number  of 

Number  of 

Numbe  of 

Informal  written 

Formal  Notices 

N  uisances 

/.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Notices  by 
Inspector. 

by  order  of 
Authority. 

abated  after 
Notice. 

Dwelling  houses 

Foul  Conditions 

1 

2 

•> 

«_> 

and 

Structural  Defects 

J 

287 

22 

99 

Schools. 

Overcrowding 

6 

a 

Lodging-houses 
Dairies  and  Milk 

shops 

4 

9 

W 

Cowsheds 

.. 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Bakehouses 

... 

Slaughter-houses 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

19 

1 

6 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

7 

7 

Watereloscts 

6 

(5 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

26 

12 

0 

Mouse 

Drainage 

Defective  traps  ...  [Sew 

ers 

6 

6 

No  Disconnections  from 
Other  Faults 

122 

11 

110 

Water  Supply 

...  ... 

Pigsties 

. 

...  ... 

#  4 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

Smoke  Nuisances 

•  • 

4 

4 

Other  Nuisances 

.  ... 

17 

12 

A.-dielosets 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

56 

rr 

/ 

41 

Totals 

... 

563 

53 

301 

II.  Water,  Food  and  Drugs. 


Number 


Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unlit  for  use.. 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwhole¬ 
some  Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  found  Adulterated  ... 


III.  Precautions  against  Infectious 

Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  cr  destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ... 
Schools  do  do  do  do 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons 
or  things 

Convictions  for  do  do  do 


12 


3 

130 

8 

1 

1 


IV.  General. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  year 
Number  of  such  houses  occupied  during  year 
Ashpit -privies  converted  into  Ash-closets 

do  do  Extra  Water-closets  . 

Ash-closets  do  do 

Total  number  of  Water  closets  in  District 

do  Ash-closets  do 

do  .  Ashpit-privies  do 


l 

1 

10 

1 

3 

323 
299  t 
440 


Remarks. 


These  comprise  27 
Tins  of  Tomatoes  7 
Meat  Pies,  1  Jar  of 
Salmon  Paste,  1  Tin 
of  Tongue,  2  Tins  of 
Milk,  1  Tin  of  Pears 
2  boxes  of  Kippe  s, 
41  t  oxes  of  Dates. 
20  boxes  of'I'omatoes 
and  1  case  of  Apples 


All  the  schools  have 
been  >  isinfe*  ted 
during  the  year. 


2nd  February,  1020.  ROBERT  BAYLES,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

To  Dr.  HILL,  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Durham. 
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